SALEM  STATE  COLLEGE    School of Arts & Sciences                        COURSE SYLLABUS for all-Summer Semester 2010 

ENG 400 [Section 11]:  Advanced Writing, 3 credits W(satisfies College’s Writing requirement)        Dr. C. F. Warren, instructor  

Classroom/Meeting times:  HB-115 [Room 115 in Harrington Building] on each Wednesday 6:30-9:30 pm. from 26 May 2010 thru  18 August 2010.           

Faculty Office: AB-001H [Room 001 in Academic Building];                                      Office hours: by arrangement or  before class in classroom ( preferably by appt.).
Faculty contact data: cwarren@salemstate.edu [e-mail]; 542-2424, x. 1245 [campus voicemail] and  978-712-0007 [home/voice-mail]. My Website: www.drwarren.info  

Course Description:  A workshop course in advanced expository writing, involving regular peer review of manuscripts and evaluation by the instructor in class or--when time permits--in conference. Students will focus specifically on various approaches to exposition, techniques for writing, and elements of style.  This course focuses on major and universal aspects of good writing necessary for all disciplines.  Students are also encouraged to write various kinds of papers associated with the demands of their own academic area of study and--near the end of the course—may opt to write a short research essay [on an approved topic] in their own discipline (using the 2009 MLA or another appropriate documentation system).    
►Building on Comp I and II, ENG 400 focuses on more sophisticated elements of good writing--chiefly on matters of style and audience.  It’s an excellent preparation for upper-level writing in the academic disciplines. Three lecture hours per week. ENG 400 fulfills SSC’s writing (W) requirement for graduation.  PREREQUISITE: ENG102 or 103.   NOTE: Required of B.A. English majors, ENG 400 is a useful elective course for English minors, workplace professionals, or for students majoring in communications, education, social sciences, pre-law, political science, and business administration.  
►Required Materials:
Iversen, Kristen.  Shadow Boxing: Art and Craft in Creative Nonfiction.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson-PH, 2004. [main textbook] [SB]
Zinsser, William.  On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Non-fiction. 30th Anniv. ed.   HarperCollins, 2006. [an incomparable aid!]  [OW]
►Suggested References:
ASME.  The Best American Magazine Writing: 2009, Rev. ed.  Columbia U. Press, 2009 [classic annual anthology of the best of the best];

Barrington, Judith.  Writing the Memoir: From Truth to Art, 2nd.ed. Eighth Mountain Press, 2002. [leads the novice writer from idea to publication];

Buck, Gertrude. A Course in Expository Writing.  Bibliobazaar, 2008. [reprint of a timeless classic: 23 lessons honed to impart the essence of exposition];  

Goldberg, Natalie.  Writing Down the Bones: Feeling the Writer Within, Expanded ed.  Shambhala, 2006.  [a Zen approach to writing from the moment];  

Groopman, Jerome (ed.).  The Best American Science and Nature Writing: 2009.  Mariner Books, 2009 [fabulous yearly collection from futurology to forensics];

Hahn, Pamela Rice.  The Only Writing Book You’ll Ever Need.  Adams Media, 2005 [teaches writing skills required for home, pleasure, or work];
Rushdie, Salman (editor). The Best American Short Stories: 2009. Mariner Books, 2009 [brilliant yearly collection of both newest and recognized writers];
Thurman, Susan.  Everything Grammar and Style Book: All the Rules You Need to Know to Master Great Writing. Adams Media, 2002. [User-friendly!];  
Zaleski, Philip (editor). The Best American Spiritual Writing: 2009. Mariner Books, 2009. [annual anthology of writing uniting the soul, prose, and God].   
►Selected Reference Aids containing useful information or pointing toward further sources: 

▪See Instructor’s website [at www.drwarren.info] and its ENG 400 coursepage with many URLs to background materials/reference aids for this course.

▪For help and FAQs on using MLA style, including parenthetical citations and Works Cited entries, see: www.mla.org or  www.easybib.com or  www.zotero.org
▪Check out meta-search engines such as: www.ixquick.com   • www.dogpile.com  (  www.surfwax.com  •  www.kartoo.com. 

▪Learn what’s at nearby colleges/public libraries at the NOBLE Website: www.noblenet.org  or  see holdings at SSC: http://www.salemstate.edu/library/ 

▪Collaborate/share media projects by using these online tools: http://wiki.zoho.com;  http://docs.google.com;  www.blogger.com;  www.podomatic.com
■Scan these dope Websites: http://web.uvic.ca/wguide/Pages/StartHere.html or  http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/Proofreading.html 

Course Goals:

1. To build on the writing and research skills of the required Academic Writing (i.e., Composition I and II) courses;

2. To develop skills for focusing on purpose, audience, and tone that are necessary for any writing task;
3. To focus on aspects of writing style including—but moving beyond—matters of correctness;  

4. To practice extended expository, argumentative, and narrative writing while noting the expectations and conventions of each and how they’re used for writing tasks;
5. To develop research skills appropriate for students advanced in their disciplines;
6. To move toward developing a personal voice in prose.                                                                                              
Objectives (and Enabling Activities) to Meet Course Goals: 

A. To review the rules of correct grammar and punctuation;
B. To complete a variety of writing tasks, focusing on purpose, audience, and style/tone;
C. To prepare manuscripts for a wide and critical readership, primarily in a workshop setting;
D. To work on re-writing manuscripts after workshop commentary and also with direction from the instructor;
E. To improve specific problems in style by doing relevant exercises;
F. To “read as a writer,” learning from published prose writers and, where appropriate, using them as models;
G. To produce, by the end of the workshop, a portfolio of polished essays to be evaluated by classmates and by the instructor.  This portfolio will be used throughout to record and to contain your writing samples and responses to chapter discussions, workshop issues/topics, and assigned exercises.  Faithfully keeping this learning tool will allow each student to synthesize the material, principles, and practices featured in the textbook, workshop activities, and the ENG 400 online course page.  As they are due, your typewritten and meticulously proofread assignments will be put into your Portfolio.  Irrespective of the reason, every assignment not done for specified date (to allow for in-class review/discussion) results in a 10-point loss.  Your completed Portfolio--with all materials--is due in person on date shown. 

H. Reading assignments (each followed by discussion questions for the student to respond on index cards), linked writing exercises/research, and the student’s                                          consultation of ENG 400 coursepage material on instructor’s website [www.drwarren.info] will facilitate the student’s critical thinking, research, and writing skills; 

I. In-class active involvement--including the student’s own contribution to each workshop meeting-- will help to create a sense of ownership in course and will help each member to intelligently tackle issues and principles presented in readings and from online sources.  The student—in a  dyad, team, or alone--may be assigned to help steer workshop participants thru each assigned chapter [and related issues] of course textbooks or exercises. 

J. A FINAL exercise or project will emphasize textbook material, workshop discussions, peer review assignments, and individual outside/online research material.
 Grading Provisions  [also see other side for Course Groundrules and related policies]:  

Course grade will be based on 1000 possible points   [nb:  Total points earned by student are not scaled when course grade is assigned:

A  940-1000; A- 900-939; B+ 880-899; B 820-879; B- 800-819; C+ 780-799; C 720-779; C- 700-719, D+ 680-699, D 620-679, and so on; F <600]

accumulated via these performance components and their respective weights: Active in-class involvement—solo and/or in teams [100 pts];  Peer Review activities/input  [300 pts]; complete + proofread student Portfolio [500 pts]; and an integrative take-home Final Exercise or Project [100 pts] due at last meeting.                

Last date to Withdraw from this course with a grade of “W” is Monday, 14 June 2010.                     ENG 400 Course Syllabus is continued on other side…

REVISIT THESE PRELIMINARIES PRIOR TO EACH CLASS MEETING:

[a]  writing/reading assignments + discussion questions must be done on time, thoughtfully prepared at home,  proofread, and taken to/discussed at class.
[b] Carefully read and often consult: Wm. Zinsser’s On Writing Well [OW]--especially Part I: Principles (Chapters 3-7) and Part IV: Attitudes (Chapters 20-25).
[c] Consult/download:[1] The Peer Workshop--Rough Draft Review form + the Scoring Rubric for Written Essays/Written Work. Always have spare copy at class.
                                     [2] The ENG 400 coursepage found on instructor’s website [www.drwarren.info ] has above forms, many resources, and helpful URLs. 
[d] Do take notes on each assigned chapter’s key content and on The Writing Workshop segments [in SB]. Also, study writing examples Revision Tips in SB.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ENG 400: Advanced Writing SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS:
26 May--WORKSHOP OVERVIEW: grading and course policies [nb: absence/tardy limits +  importance of student’s active involvement/prep!].  Also:

              On Writing Well [OW]—overview of Part I [Chapters 3-7). Writing terms. Grammar/syntax/punctuation review. Take notes/know your writing demons!
02 June--On Writing Well [OW]—overview of Part IV [Chapters 20-25). Be Prepared: summarize each chapter. Highlight and Take notes/know your writing demons!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
09 June-- Chapter 2 [in SB]: Personal Essay,  40-2; Molly Ivins, “Texas Women,” 52-6; Joan Barnett, “Coming to Shelter,” 65-72; Julie Lewis,

                               “Fifteen Minutes,” 72-4; The Writing Workshop, 36-7 and 81-2; Revision Tips and Strategies, 37-9 and 82-4. 
                             Submit:  Your typewritten, proofread essay [final draft] response to this chapter’s Writing Exercise [p. 81]. Highlight/take notes as you read!
                                 ●Bring your portfolio and its contents [your highlighted notes, downloaded material, drafts, final products] to each workshop meeting!

                                 ●Always download and bring copies of Peer Review Draft  Form to each workshop; this form is found at ENG 400 coursepage at www.drwarren.info .

                                 ●Prepare all assigned reading/writing exercises to discuss/review at class!    TIP: Tackle exercises after thoroughly reading chapter material.  

16 June--Chapter 2 [continued]:  Workshop revision and review session                                            *14 June 2010 is last date for W from this course .      
                               Submit:  Your polished, REVISED typewritten and proofread essay response to this chapter’s Writing Exercise [p. 81].

23 June--Chapter 3 [SB]: Literary Journalism, 85-89; Hunter S. Thompson, “Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas,” 89-93;  Simon Winchester, “The

                             Professor and the Madman,” 94-103; Anne Jennings, “All That Stands...,” 116-20; The Writing Workshop, 132-33; Tips, 133-35.    
                               Submit:  Your typewritten, proofread essay [final draft] response to this chapter’s Writing Exercise [p. 132].   

30 June--Chapter 3 [continued]: Workshop revision and review session.  Submit: Your polished REVISED typewritten essay response to Writing Exercise [p. 132].

14 July--Chapter 4 [SB]: Nature Writing,136-39; Gretel Ehrlich, “The Solace of Open Spaces,” 150-55; Melissa Edmundson, “The Tolerable 

                             Naturalist,” 161-65; The Writing Workshop, 169-70; Revision Tips and Strategies, 170-72.  
                            Submit:  Your typewritten, proofread essay [final draft] response to this chapter’s Writing Exercise [p. 169].    

21 July--Chapter 4: Workshop revision and review session.  Submit: Your polished, REVISED typewritten essay response to Writing Exercise [p. 169].

28 July--Chapter 5 [SB]: Biography and History, 174-77; Evan S. O’Connell, “Son of the Morning Star,” 191-97; Barbara Tuchman, “In Search of

                             History,” 187-202; Robert F. James, “The Element of Surprise,” 208-12; Writing Workshop, 222; Revision Tips..., 223-25.

                             Submit:  Your typewritten, proofread essay [final draft] response to this chapter’s Writing Exercise [p. 221].                                                                                               
04 Aug--Chapter 5: Workshop revision and review session.  Submit: Your polished, REVISED typewritten essay response to Writing Exercise [p. 221].

11 Aug--Chapter 6 [SB]:The Nonfiction Novel, 226-28; T. Capote, “In Cold Blood,” 228-31; R. Banks, “Cloudsplitter,” 231-35; R. F. James, “Rossiya                    

                             East,” 245-52 or Shannon Rauwerda, “Talk Story,” 252-57; The Writing Workshop, 258-59; Revision Tips and Strategies, 259-61.  
                             Submit: Your typewritten, proofread essay [final draft] response to chapter’s Writing Exercise [p. 257];  Alternative: an approved research essay.            
18 August—LAST WORKSHOP   Chapter 6 [continued]: Workshop revision and review session.      Complete, revised, and organized STUDENT PORTFOLIOS due at class! 

Last date to Withdraw from this course with a grade of “W” is Monday, 14 June 2010.                     
To ensure a rewarding and fun course for all, here are the Course Groundrules/Instructor’s Expectations of those enrolled in ENG 400:
1. Punctuality, a minimum of 3 hours preparation, and attendance are expected minimally of each student for each entire class meeting.

2. WARNING: Course credit   not given if student   is absent [for ANY reason, even illness], severely tardy¹ and/or leaves class early² more than once.  

                           ¹severe tardiness [i.e., late (60 minutes] or ²leaving a class early [i.e., with (60 minutes remaining].    NOTE: There are no “excused” absences!

                  NOTE: If your name is on class roster by first class meeting and you are absent from first class, this absence counts toward your 1-absence limit.     
3. The student incurs a 10-point loss for being: [a] absent; [b] under-prepared for any class meeting; [c] late (for any reason) with any assignment. 
4. Internet, early, “slid under the office door,” and “left in faculty mailbox” submittals of assignments (or any student work) are not allowed;  
5. Readings/written assignments are due in  person at class on date indicated;  an assignment is late if it is not handed in at class meeting  on due date! 
6. Make-up exams are NOT GIVEN for any reason, including illness [O points are awarded for any exam or assignment]. 
7. A College-declared class meeting cancellation [storms, etc.] will result in a make-up session that student must attend.
8. Originals of submitted assignments/portfolios will be kept by Instructor; so, please make copies!   All exams/papers/assignments are retained by Instructor.
9. Plagiarism, whether deliberate or unintentional in nature, will result in course failure and can bring removal from the College.

10. Textmessaging, Cellphone, PDA, iPOD, and/or pager usage is not permitted during the class meeting or anywhere in the classroom at any time.  PLEASE!      

11. The student is liable for all that goes on in class and for obtaining/doing assignments—whether s/he is in the classroom at the time.

12. Your absence / tardiness record for this course also affects those points earned by you for Active Class Involvement and Preparation.
13. Textbook under study [and any relevant study aids and your Portfolio] must be brought to--and utilized by you at--each class meeting; don’t risk penalty points!

14. ASAP, please notify instructor by e-mail/voice-mail/or in class of any planned (recent) absence, tardiness, or office visit.  
COLLEGE POLICY STATEMENTS: ■Salem State College assumes that all students come to the College with serious educational intent and expects them to be mature, responsible individuals who will exhibit high standards of honesty and personal conduct in their academic life.  All forms of academic dishonesty are considered to be serious offenses against the College community. The College will apply sanctions when student conduct interferes with the College’s primary responsibility of ensuring its educational objectives.
■ Salem State College is committed to providing students with disabilities with a living and learning experience at the College which assures them equal access to all programs and facilities of the College, which makes all reasonable academic accommodations for their disabilities and provides them with maximum independence and the full range of participation in all areas of college life. All students with disabilities should identify themselves and provide requested and appropriate documentation to the Director, Office for Students with Disabilities, (978) 542-6217, as soon as possible after acceptance to assure accommodation of their disability and smooth coordination of available services.  No otherwise qualified person may be excluded from or denied any program, course of study or any other offering of the College, solely on the basis of disability.






